Guidelines for Book
Recommendations & Book
Reviews
Guidelines for Book Recommendations
On Biblionasium, students can send each other book recommendations and book reviews.
A book recommendation is usually sent with a 1-2 sentence message from the sender. We have preselected messages that students can choose from. Alternatively, they can choose to write a note
themselves.
The supervising educator has to give permission so that students can write notes to each other. That is
done through the GROUP SETTINGS MENU. The default is “NO”.

If you select to enable student custom book recommendations, students will be allowed to write a
personal note. This allows students to share why they think a certain book might be of interest to a friend.
All research indicates that kids are more likely to read and finish a book if a friend recommended it to
them. A book recommendation is also more personal than a book review, and thus more applicable to
interactions between individuals.
Our guidelines for writing book recommendations are as follows:
•
•
•

Be thoughtful. Take the time to make your book recommendations personal.
Be descriptive. Tell the recipient why you think they’ll like the book or why they should read it.
Be kind. Never use book recommendations as a way to bully or intimidate another student.

Book recommendations from friends are displayed in the student’s newsfeed and also saved on the
student’s bookshelf.
Only the student receiving the book recommendation sees it. Other students in the group do not have
access to that information.
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Guidelines for Book Reviews
Book reviews should be more in depth than book recommendations. They can include a brief summary of the
book, its theme and characters and other relevant points about plots or ideas. However, a great book review
also includes how the book made the student feel and think.
In the group settings, you can control the privacy of your students’ book reviews. By default, they will only be
viewable by the student, the educators and parents that are connected to their profile.

If the supervising educator allows for book reviews to be shared, they can also choose to approve the reviews
before they are published and shared with the rest of the group.

In this scenario, the educator is notified every time a student has a review posted and they will be given the
opportunity to comment/message the student and/or approve the review to be shared with the student’s
group.

Writing Book Reviews for Students
Our guidelines for writing book reviews are as follows:
•
•
•
•

Be thoughtful. Reflect on how the book made you feel before sharing it.
Be descriptive. Give a one or two sentence summary without giving away the ending. Tell others who
the characters were, what made them unique or special, and why you related to them.
Be safe. Don’t accidentally give away personal information in your review, like facts about your family
you wouldn’t want a stranger to know.
Be thorough. Don’t stop at “It was good” or “I liked it.” Tell others why they should read the book.
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