
I’m such a strong advocate for

Biblionasium because it really is the

‘GoodReads for Kids’ and provides the

social reading network I was looking

for. It makes literacy fun and allows

kids to fall in love with reading.

Biblionasium case study

While searching for educational technology that
would support students’ 21st century skills,
Teacher-Librarian and longtime edtech devotee
Shannon McClintock Miller was thrilled to come
across Biblionasium. “Along with general literacy
and tech literacy, I was so excited about the
community-building aspect, the critical thinking
involved in writing reviews, the social skill
development, and the opportunity to really focus on
digital citizenship. It’s a long list!” Almost
immediately, Shannon realized that Biblionasium
checked a lot of boxes for her. And as an avid
GoodReads user, she recognized the power and
potential of a social reading network.

Shannon knew that implementing Biblionasium
district-wide would have the greatest impact, so she
received administrative approval and got started as
soon as possible. Originally, each classroom had
their own group within the platform that allowed
students to share their bookcases, reviews, and
recommendations. When a student expressed to
Shannon that she wished she could see more of her
friends’ bookcases on Biblionasium, Shannon
realized that organizing students by grade level
would create even more opportunities for them to
interact with each other about books. It also allows
for a broader discussion of digital citizenship and
how to be considerate of others and discuss
differences of opinion respectfully.

An Aha! Moment

Three Main Takeaways

Digital Citizenship is easily addressed when discussing how to
write reviews and recommendations. 

School-wide usage, and grouping students by grade, keeps
conversations about books going outside of the classroom.

Biblionasium helps students stay connected and continue
reading over the summer. 

.

.

.

“We use Biblionasium in the library, but our power
users are the classroom teachers. We use it a
bunch of different ways—with small groups, for       

Shannon McClintock Miller
Blog: thelibraryvoice.com

@ShannonMMiller

https://www.biblionasium.com/


Back when Shannon was first testing Biblionasium,
she began by creating a summer reading challenge
for her son, Hagan. He searched for books, added
them to his shelf, and wrote reviews. “Using
Biblionasium over the summer with my son, I was
instantly hooked.” In the many years since,
Shannon has enjoyed watching students
personalize their summer reading journeys with             

Summer Reading

Biblionasium. She prefers giving them flexibility
instead of setting strict parameters, allowing
students to read for pleasure instead of seeing it as
a chore. Students and their parents create their
own challenges, and parents often share their
enthusiasm with Shannon throughout the summer.
Since Biblionasium is introduced to parents at the
start of each school year and used all year long,
they are already familiar with how it works.

It’s so easy to navigate that we don’t

really run into any issues with using

Biblionasium in student homes. It’s

very user-friendly.

Biblionasium supports our school’s

reading culture, and that’s something

we definitely want to keep up over

the summer.
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With students and their families dealing with
COVID-19 fatigue, parent engagement has been
more challenging than in previous years. To
generate excitement and provide families with a
framework for summer literacy support, Shannon
has created a series of challenges that students can
participate in throughout the break. “One of the
things I love about Biblionasium is that it extends
what’s being done in libraries to the classroom and
home. And we’re simplifying the process for
parents to encourage and engage with their kids’
reading efforts even more this summer by setting
up fun challenges that students can easily
participate in.” The students are also able to
continue reading each other’s reviews and making
book recommendations as a way to stay connected
during summer break. 

leisurely reading, and in our book clubs. This year,
our fifth graders are big book-lovers. They’re so
excited about reading and talking to each other
about books. I think using Biblionasium in our book
clubs has contributed to that.” To continue
encouraging their literary passion, Shannon met
with the middle school teachers to discuss how
they could use Biblionasium with Battle of the
Books next school year. Until then, they are also
working on a plan for summer reading. 

One of the things I was looking

forward to the most was giving our

students a platform to talk about

books they love, and it has been so

rewarding.
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